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MARCH, 1885. 


THE MONTH.:. 


Tur death of General Gordon produced a most extraordinary sensation throughout 
the whole of our country and indeed the whole civilized world. In him there 
met a number of remarkable qualities such as are very rarely found in combination. 
His achievements as a soldier, and the skill he showed as a governor and diplo- 
matist, we are not called on to consider here. No bravery, however brilliant, no 
statesmanship, however wise, would have commended him to consideration in regard 
to interests which are properly Christian. Gordon, however, was as eminent a saint 
as he was a warrior. His singular genius in the field was under the control of an 
enlightened conscience. Formidable as he was to his enemies, and powerfully as he 
was able to wield the weapons of destruction, he had yet no delight in warfare for 
its own sake. Neither was he animated with that spirit of ambition which kindles 
men to seek power and renown on the stern fields of conflict. The watchwords of 
Gordon's life were duty and humanity. The most remarkable episode in his career, 
when he led the Chinese army to a series of unbroken victories, had its origin in 
his wish to put a stop to the ravages and horrors of the Taiping rebellion. His 
Governorship of the Soudan was undertaken for the purpose of striking a blow at the 
cruel and infamous slave-trade. His last mission to Khartoum was in the interests 


both of beleaguered garrisons and of an oppressed and misguided people. To this 


great cause he sacrificed his life, after displaying a courage, patience, and fertility of 


resource such as have hardly been ever paralleled in the pages of history. In 
striking contrast to these stirring scenes was his life in this conntry, remarkable for 
the interest he took in the poor, and for the zeal he showed in every Christian work. 
He was eminently a man of faith and prayer. His conviction of a guiding and 
protecting Providence had in it a force and reality which, unhappily, is very far from 
common. Death had no terrors for him, but, on the contrary, it was the habit of his 
life to desire to depart and to be with Christ. There was a simple grandeur in his 
, character which the whole world has ackndWledged. Foreign journals have expressed 
this feeling as freely'as those of our own country. The melancholy nature of his 


death, at the very moment when complete success was at hand, has deeply moved. 


the heart of all civilized nations. His name will be held in affectionate admiration, 
and in the memory of his character and career he has bequeathed a precious tegacy 
to mankind. 


The mission in the East of London has been succeeded by a similar mission in 
the West. In preparation for it, there was a “quiet day.” The missioners were 
addressed, previous to entering on their labours, by Dr. Temple, who has succeeded 
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the late Dr. Jackson as Bishop of London. He called their attention to the fact 
that there were several classes in the metropolis who would need to be specially 
songht out, The mission was carried out with very great zeal and energy from the 
various churches as centres; the means employed to arrest attention differed 
according to the locality and the views of the clergymen engaged in the work. 
Out-door processions and singing in the streets were adopted in some places, and it 
was observed that the behaviour of the outside public was respectfal towards those 
who were thus engaged. It is too early for a judgment to be given in regard to the 
results of the effort, but there is every reason to believe that they have been ‘ 


beneficial. 


The Rev. Brook Lambert, Vicar of Greenwich, preached at Westbourne Park 
Baptist Chapel, at the invitation of Dr. Clifford, the pastor, in connexion with the 
West-end Mission. Before entering on his discourse, he said that he had carefully 
considered the position which he was then occupying, and had come to the con- 
clusion that he was not doing an illegal act. It was the general opinion that one of 
the canons prohibited a clergyman from preaching in a Nonconformist place of 
worship, but he thought that this was mo more forbidden than preaching in « 
mission-hall, or school-room, or even in the open air. If he were wrong, however, 
in his opinion, he was prepared to pay the penalty, and did not wish to be con- 
sidered a martyr if such an event took place. If the law were invoked against him, 
those who administered it were bound to do their duty, and were not to be regarded 
as persecators. The spirit displayed by Mr. Lambert is worthy of all admiration ; 
it shows Christian liberality, combined with simplicity and courage. It would be 
well in the interests of evangelical trath that those who hold similar principles, 
within and without the pale of the Church of England, should be able to associate 
freely, not only as believing brethren, but as fellow-labourers, in proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus. It is consistent for the Romish Church to refuse communion with 
all who do not acknowledge her authority, but the Churches of Protestant Christen- - 
dom should act on a different principle towards one another. 


A remarkable meeting was held in Exeter Hall in connexion with the China 
Inland Mission. Seven missionaries were present who were about to depart for 
China. Amongst these were Mr. ©. T. Studd, s.a. (the celebrated cricketer, 
formerly Captain of the Cambridge Eleven), Mr. Stanley P. Smith, 3.a. (formerly 
Stroke of the Cambridge Crew), Mr. Cecil Polhill-Turner (late Lieutenant in the 2nd 
Dragoon Guards), and Mr. D. E. Hoste, of the Royal Artillery. The other 
missionaries were the Rev. W. W. Cassels, 3.a.; Mr. M. Beauchamp, s.a., of 
Trinity College, Cambridge; and Mr. A. T. Polhill-Tarner, n.4., of the same 
college. Mr. G. Williams occupied the chair, and the hall was densely crowded 
long before the time fixed for the commencement of the meeting, there being 
between 3,000 and 4,000 persons present, hundreds being turned away from the 
doors. At the ontset the Chairman presented, on behalf of the British ani Foreign 
Bible Society, each missionary with a copy of the Bible in Chinese. Mr. Broom- 
hall, the Secretary of the Mission, explained that the society was founded twenty 
years ago by an earnest missionary who was distressed that there were so many 
millions in China without the Gospel. The society made no appeal for subscrip- 
tions, yet last year there was received £18,000, while the amount of subscriptions 
last month reached £3,000. 


A welcome piece of news was received by the Religious Tract Society in con- 
nexion with the work they had been endeavouring to carry on in Rassia, Some 
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months ago, the Russian Government had interfered and put a stop to the work 
which had been going on for seven or eight years, at the same time confiscating the 
stock of ‘tracts which belonged to the society. The ples for this was that the 


publications of the society did not teach the doctrines of the Greek Church with 


reference to the priests and the sacraments. The tracts which were confiscated 
have now been returned by the Russian Government, and permission has been given 
to resume the work of gratuitous distribrion. The importance of this will be 
understood when it is borne in mind that, with the exception of the work of the 
Bible Society, no other missionary effort besides that of the Tract Society was 
tolerated among the hundred millions of Russian subjects. The Russian Pro- 
testants had, of course, their own churches and pastors—some of them excellent 


men—but they had no permission to carry on any mission work among the members | 


of the Greek Church. 


Since the confiscation of the tracts in Russia, and the prohibition of the circula- 
tion of such literatare, prayer has been made without ceasing that God would be 
gracious to that land, and now thanks may well be given for answered prayer. The 
Tract Society will, no doubt, resume its work with energy in that country ; and, with 
the single exception of China, there is no field in the world to be compared with 
this. Even in China the tract is less needed than in Rassias, for in the former 
country there are hundreds of missionaries, while in Russia there are none. 


At the meeting of the Anglo-Indian Evangelization Society, held in the Exeter 
Hall Council Room, under the presidency of the Hon. A. F. Kinnaird, the Rev. 


John Fordyce gave an interesting account of his travels through India in his 


representative capacity since the year 1870. Twenty-three ministers and ten lay 
evangelists had been engaged during that time, and the unsectarian nature of the 
operations was evidenced by the fact that these agents incladed Episcopalians, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, and Congregationalists. A resolution com- 
mending the objects of the society to the Christian public was carried on the motion 
of the Rev. G. P. Outram, seconded by Mr. Donald Matheson. 


The movement towards union between the Italian Churches is likely to be 
brought to a happy consummation. On Feb. 14th, Father Gavazzi preached in 
the Scotch Church at Rome, and announced to the congregation that a basis of 
agreement had been accepted by the members of Committee represenjing the 
Waldensian and the Free Italian Churches. The matter will be brought before the 
respective Synods of the two Churches when they next hold their annual meeting, 
and, no doubt, will be accepted by them. It is proposed that the united body should 
take the name of the Evangelical Church of Italy. It is very pleasant to know that 
nothing has happened to mar the course of the negotiations which were entered into 
a few months ago. The division into two sections weakened the power of the Evan- 
gelical cause in Italy ; and in that country, which has been for centuries the very head- 
quarters of Popery, such weakening was very much to be regretted. We have no 
doubt that the prayers and best wishes of Christians in this country will follow this 
courageous and brotherly step on the part of our Italian brethren. 


The Church of St. Margaret's, Liverpool, has again been brought into prominent 
notice. The services in it have always been of the Ritualistic type, and have been 


regarded with very great dislike by the ——— 
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Church of England in that city. Dr. Hakes, a medical gentleman of eminence, as a 
sincere and active Christian, has now taken the step of bringing a series of charges 
against the Rev. J. Bell Cox, the Vicar of St. Margaret's. These charges refer to 
the various points in the ritual which Dr. Hakes considers illegal, and which are of 
the usual sort that characterize the services of the more advanced churches. 


The appointment of Dr. Bickersteth to the See of Exeter, bas given general 
satisfaction to the Evangelical clergy. Dr. King, the new Bishop of Lincoln; 
belongs to the High Church party. He has been, we believé, a very popular and 
influential man at Oxford, and is said to have had much influence on the young men 


in training for holy orders. 


The position of our army in Egypt has excited very deep anxiety and interest 
throughout the country. A form of prayer has accordingly been prepared by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury for use in the churches. Other forms of prayer have also 
been published for a similar use. Doubtless, supplication has been made for our 
soldiers in their perilous enterprise by Christians of every name throughout the 
country, both in public gatherings and in their private devotions. The perils of the 
campaign and the critical character of the time naturally demand that we should 
make appeal to the grace and mercy of Him who has all things in His hand. 


At the meeting of the Convocation of Canterbury, a resolution was moved by 
the Bishop of Winchester, expressive of the sorrow that was felt for the death of the 


_late Bishop of London, and of the esteem in which his memory was held. Another 


resolution expressed the feelings of the Convocation towards Bishop Wordsworth 
in his retirement from the See of Lincoln. Attention was directed to the need of 
taking some special steps to minister to the spiritual wants of emigrants. The 
Bishop of Oxford drew attention to the progress which was made in some localities 
by the Church Army, and urged that inquiry should be instituted, as the present was 
the time to intervene, if intervention were desirable, before the Army had taken an 
autonomous shape. The Bishop of Lichfield was of opinion that the Church should 
do the work which was needed without the aid of any special organization—such as 
the Church Army. It was finally resolved to nominate a committee to report upon 
existing methods of employing working men for evangelistic efforts. 


The Trustees of the British Museum having communicated with the Treasury in 
reference to the additional expense that would be incurred by opening a museum on 
Sundays, a memorial has been presented to Mr. Gladstone by the Metropolitan 
Committee for resisting the opening of museums, picture galleries, and similar 
institutions,-on the Lord’s-day. This memorial was signed by the Rev. John 
Gritton, p.p., Secretary of the Lord’s-day Observance Society and Acting Hon. 
Secretary of the Committee; Mr. Charles Hill, Secretary of the Working Men's 
Lord’s-day Rest Association ; the Rev. W. Ballantyne (Presbytery of London); the 
Rev. W. Cutts (Primitive Methodist Church); Major-General Field, o.3., of the 
Evangelical Alliance; and Mr. James Finch, of the Wesleyan Sabbath Committee. 


The Rey. Dr. Butler, Head Master of Harrow, has been appointed Dean of 
Gloucester, in succession to Dr. Bickersteth. Dr. Butler holds a very eminent place 


among the masters of the great English schools, and is a man of learning and elo- 
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quence. He is considered to belong to the Evangelical party, in so far as he belongs 
to any, not having been closely identified with any party movements. The Professor- 
ship at Oxford, left vacant by Dr. King’s elevation to the See of Lincoln, has been 


offered to the Rev. Francis Paget, Rector of Bromagrove, and son of the eminent 


physician. 


LITERARY. 


Tae ranks of the Christian ministry have incladed many of the names most dis- 
tinguished for eloquence in the history of the world. If we jadge them by the 
effects produced by their words, we may justly claim for them the highest place of 
all, This, however, has not been due to mere gifts of oratory, however noble and 
magnificent. There is a power more than human which has gone along with their 
utterances, and enabled them to exert an influence of 4/together a different sort from 
anything that could be achieved by the most cogent reasoning or the most persuasive 
appeals. Yet, judged by the standard we apply to the speeches of public men in 
other positions, we must concede the ability and force of genius displayed by the 
great preachers of the Church in their masterpieces of eloquence. Some of them 
have been more than preachers, for they have displayed other qualities that fitted 
them to become leaders of their fellow-men. In the “ Prophets of Christendom,” by 
the Bishop of Ripon (Boyd Carpenter), we have sixteen sketches of eminent 
preachers, or we should rather say fifteen in addition to Him who spake as never 
man spake. These sketches have been reprinted (Hodder and Stoughton) from the 
Clergyman’s Magazine. They are brief, but succeed well in setting forth the charac. 
teristics of each of the eminent preachers in the light of the age in which he lived 
and in connexion with his own contemporaries. They form a readable and 
instructive volume. 


“ The Crown of the Road” is the rather peculiar title of a selection of short 
biographies by the Rev. Charles Bullock (Home Words Publishing Office). The 
writer tells us that the title of the volume was suggested to him by a few words 
applied to a devoted and venerated pastor—“ He always walked on the crown of the 
road.” The expression conveys the idea of sincerity, uprightness, and consistency as. 
characteristic traits of the Christian life. The first name in the volume is that of 
Sir James Y. Simpson, the celebrated Scottish physician, and is a most interesting 
record of a singularly remarkable man. Among the other “ consecrated lives” are 
those of Lord Hatherley and Miss Frances Ridley Havergal. There are seven in 
deal of freshness and variety in the volume, while at the same time the essen 
unity of Christian experience is brought out all the more strikingly. 


There are a good many in our day who affect to have risen above the level of 
what they are pleased to call “ sacrificial theology.” To them, we are given to 
understand, religion is a life, and not an adherence to a set of dogmas. The 


Cross of -Christ is only influential as an example of self-sacrifice and martyrdom for 


the truth. The ideas of the substitution of the innocent for the guilty, and the 
actual punishment of the sins of the world in the death of Jesus, are regarded as 
fragments of Judaism inconfistent with the clearer light of the Christian revelation. 
We are glad that, in spite of the supercilious contempt of such as these, the Gospel 
of Christ still continues to be preached as it was preached by St. Paul. We havea 
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very clear and effective statement of the true apostolic doctrine in a work entitled 
“To the Light through the Cross,” by Dr. Clemance (R. D. Diékinson) It con- 
sists of expositions of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and other kindred Scriptares, 
and is thoroughly sound, impressive, and comforting. 


In the “ Rays of Sacred Song for the Church and the Home,” by the Rev. 
Dawson Barns, p.v. (8. W. Partridge), we have a number of hymns and poetical 
pieces arranged in three divisions. The hymns im the first part are intended for use 
in public worship, while the contents of the other two are more adapted for priyate 


_ perusal, being either written for special occasions, or being studies of Christian scenes: 


and events. The versification is smooth and easy, and the sentiment throughout is 
evangelical and devotional. 


From the Scottish Temperance League (Glasgow) we have two excellent tales 
illustrative of the principles which they are advocating so earnestly and successfully. 
The larger one is entitled “ Queensford,” by Brace Edwards, and contains a good 
deal of the pathetic element. The other, “ Arnold's Resolve,” is by Mrs. Lucas 
Shadwell, and is very good reading for the young. 


PROTEST OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Tus Roman Catholie Chureh is like a parasite fastening itself on a vigorous tree and 
sacking out its life to maintain ite own growth and power. The greatest kingdoms 
of Europe have been laid under this baneful influence, and in proportion as the Church 
has flourished, so have the people decayed. Spain, once so magnificent and mighty, 
as well as cruel and bigoted, furnishes a striking illustration of this trath. Making 
allowance for something in the way of exception, it may be fearlessly asserted that 
since the Reformation Protestant nations have made mighty strides in prosperity and 
power, while Catholic nations have fallen into the background. The Romish Church 
has been shrewd enough to see this, and for the last half-century, at least, she has 
been making the most determined efforts to fasten herself on England and America. 
These two great Powers furnish a far better source of sustenance than the nations 
whose vitality has been impaired by what Rome has drawn off them. Could the 
Romish system send its roots into the trunks of these fair trees, she would flourish 
marvelluualy through the richness and abundance of the sap she would thus secure. 
it does not need any prophet to foretell what the effects would be to the trees them- 
seives. If England and America became Popish countries, their onward career would 
be most seriously checked, Stagnation would take the place of progress, and decay 
would gradually supervene. It is, therefore, satisfactery to see that amid much care- 
lessness and false Liberalism, there are yet some among the citizens of America who 
are determined to cope with the threatened evil. 

The favourite method pursned by the Church of Rome is to endeavour to effect 
an entrance into public institutions, especially those of a charitable or educational 
kind. One such effort comes at ‘present under our notice. On January 6 last, a 
Bill was introduced into the Senate of the State of New York by Senators Gibbs 
and Murphy, entitled “An Act to secure to Inmates of Institutions for the Care of 
the Poor, Freedom of Worship.” Against this Bill the Evangelical Alliance of the 
United States have issued a protest addressed to the Legislature of the State. 


=v point out that the title of the Bill is deceptive, inasmuch as it implies that 


| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
> 


March 2,188] EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 71 


freedom of worship hes been violated in the House of Refuge, which is the instita- 
tion to which the Bill has special reference. The House of Refuge is a non-sectarian 
institution, in which clergymen of sll denominations are at liberty to hold services 
according to the non-sectarian rule. No restriction is laid on the visits to the sick and 
dying of the clergy of any Church, and all are invited to take part in the reguler 
services held in the house. With these arrangements, however, the Roman Catho- 
lies are not satisfied. The Bill has been introduced and pressed by the Catholic 
Union of New York, because the managers of the House of Refuge decline to adopt 
some fundamental changes in the rules of the house which were demanded by the 
Catholic Union. The real object they have in view is to introduce a system of 
proselytism into the house, especially through the labours of members of the Society 
of St. Vineent de Paul. This is one of the most important of the religio-political 
lay affiliations of the so-called “ Society of Jesus,” and its object was thus stated by 
its founder, Frederick Oxanam, at Florence, in 1855: “Our chief object is not to 
assist the poor—no, that is for us only a means ; ouf object is to keep them stcad- 
fast in the Catholic faith, and to propagate it among others by means of charity.” 
In reference to this demand, the Evangelical Alliance uses the following decided 
and emphatic words: “ Living as we do, thank God, under the Constitation of the 
State of New York, and not under the Syllabus of Rome, recognizing the rightful 
supremacy of the people of the State, and repudiating the doctrine that the Legisla- 
ture is subject to ecclesiastieal control, and can be dictated to or menaced with damn- 
on the ancient principle which underlies American institations—e complete separa- 
tion of Church and State. It protests against the introduction or allowance by the 
State of proselytiem and propagendism in our penal, charitable, and educational 
institations. It protests especially against the attempt to take from the infant 
inmates of those institutions their right of religious profession and worship, without 
preference or discrimination—not by an amendment to the Constitution, to be openly 
submitted to the people, but by s Bill delusive in its title and unconstitutional in its 
scheme, which is aimed at the religious freedom which it professes to secure, and 
which makes the State the instrument of doing this wrong to its infant wards. This 
Bill is introduced because the managers of the House of Refuge declined to allow the 
children intrusted to their charge to be moulded and educated in doctrines unconstitu- 
tional and un-American, and calculated to fit the children, as they advanced in life, 
to become the blind and helpless tools of foreigners who, if they possessed the 


liberty which they claim and which they seek, would employ it to close all Protest- 


ant schools and places of worship in America.” 


We have to observe that two Roman Catholic gentlemen of eminence, Chiéf 


Justice Daly and Mr. Nathaniel Jarvis, agreed with the other managers of the House 
of Refuge in resisting the demands of the Catholie Union. They represent that 
intelligent and honourable class of the Roman Catholic laity who appreciate their 
rights and duties as American citizens. 

The protest of the Evangelical Alliance quotes some plain warnings from American 
Roman Catholics against the Jesuit education and Jesuit intermeddling with American 
politics. The following extract from the New York Herald, edited by a Roman 
Catholic gentleman, is very striking: “This is a Protestant country, and the 
American people are a Protestant people. They tolerate all religions, even Moham- 
medanism, but there are some points in these tolerated religions to which they 
object, and will not permit, and the vice of the (Roman) Catholic Church, by 
which it has rooted out the political institutions of all countries where it exists, 
which has made it like a flight of locusts everywhere, will be properly rebuked here 
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when it fairly shows its purpose.” The article added an assurance that the Herald was 
| “in the fullest possible sympathy with American opinion on this important topic ;” 
_ |: and a few days later, the editor, recurring to this subject, wrote: “In all it then 
a (fa said the Herald has the sympathy of many loyal and devoted (Roman) Catholics.” 
| te] trust most heartily that it will prove successful. 


AN EVANGELISTIC TOUR IN FINLAND. 


We have been favoured with the following interesting report of an Evangelistic 
Tour in Sweden and Finland, lately made by Lieut.-Colonel Wilmot Brooke, an 


esteemed member of the Council of the Evangelical Alliance :— 


| i The international Conference of the Evangelical Alliance held at Copenhagen 
. ) last September was, undoubtedly, an occasion of great blessing not only to those 
' ia who attended it, bat to many others who could not be present. Its indirect 
_ |e results will be, we may confidently expect, usel by God for the welfare of « still 
| wider circle throughout Scandinavis. The object of this paper is to give a few 
particulars of a preaching tour in Finland, as one of the indirect results of the 
Amongst the visitors to Copenhagen during the Conference were Mr. Ander- 
4 son-Meijerhelm, the Hon. Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance in Stockholm, and 
| his wife, both of whom haye long devoted their lives to the service of Christ, and 
a are well known as Christian workers in their own land. Mr. Andersson-Meijerhelm 
. having invited me to accompany him on a few days’ evangelistic tour in Sweden at 
. | the termination of the Copenhagen meetings, I gladly consented to do so, and a 
s very happy week of Gospel work followed in or near the towns of Kerala, Halsberg, 
| and Linde, where many doors were opened, and great numbers of all classes of people 
came to hear the Gospel message at the meetings which were held. On these 
occasions my fellow-traveller stood beside me and translated my sentences into 
Swedish, following up my address with one of his own, in which he emphasized the 
thoughts given out by the preceding speaker. His animated style and abundant 
3 eS illustration interested the grown people and charmed the children. I felt myself 
; : happy to have so faithful a fellow witness and so excellent an interpreter of my own 
| ft words. This excursion served to make my friend and myself well acquainted with 
. } one another, and led to his pressing me to join him in an evangelistic expedition to 
ml Finland in the month of November. I made this invitation a subject of prayer, 
: , — reaching England, finding that there was no obstacle to my going, I wrote 
accept it. 
ae Leaving London on October 28, I proceeded, vid Flushing, Hamburg, Copen- 
@ Wh hagen, and Malmé, to Stockholm, jn time to take part in some Sunday work there. ~ 
| Mr. Andersson-Meijerhelm took me to a Wesleyan church in the morning, and to a 
large Baptist one in the evening, in both of which I had the privilege of telling, with 
the help of my kind interpreter, “the old, old story of Jesus and His love” to fall 
and attentive congregations. I was also asked to address in the afternoon a nice 
Sunday-school of young gentlefolk, superintended by Captain Ahlberg. It was 
arranged that Monday, November 8, was to be the day of our departure for Finland ; 
but before our embarkation, Mr. and Mrs. A.-M. assembled a large party of their 
| I friends, many of whom were officers in the Army and Navy, with their wives, to hear 
ine addresses from two old soldiers, Colonel Broadey and myself. The former, though 
| | ' i: a Swede, served in the¢North American War, and commanded a regiment of the 
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victorious army at the battle of Gettysburgh. After the suppression of the rebellion, 
Colonel Broadey returned to Stockholm, became a professor and the head of the 
Baptist College. His interesting address was full of illustration from his campaign- 
den Wee es exhortation to all to serve under the banner of our 

Great Captain. When our meeting was over, my brother evangelist, Mr. A.-M., 
; and self, drove down to the steamer and embarked for Abo, which we reached the 
' following evening. The limits of this report do not admit of fall details of our 
journey from November 4 till November 29, when we re-embarked for Stockholm at 
Hango. We spent four days at Abo, five at Trammerfors, four at Vasa, two at 
Orisberg (the estate of Mr. Biorkenheim), four at Tavastehus, and five at Helsingfors. 
Abo has been recently rebuilt, after one of the inevitable conflagrations which appear 
to destroy wooden towns every few years. The houses, with few exceptions, are of 
one storey in height, and constructed of logs laid one on the other. The venerable 
but ugly castle and the ancient brick cathedral still remain, however, looking 
down on the consecutive generations of timber buildings as they rise and fall. Under 
the shadow of the cathedral stands a fine hall, which formerly belonged to the 
University, now removed to Helsingfors. In this hall we preached on two of the 
evenings of our stay at Abo; our other meetings were held in a mission-room. The 
andiences were composed of respectably-dressed people, and some of the gentry and 
their families were present. Amongst our hearers was Archbishop Renvall, who 
came with his wife, and at the close of the meeting expressed hearty approval of all 
that he had heard, taking us home to supper subsequently. 

I may here say that we met with nothing but kindness and sympathy from 
Lutheran pastors, as well as from ministers of all other Protestant denominations that 
we met in Finland. Our plan of operations at the other towns visited was much the 
same as in Abo. In each place a Christian sympathizer had engaged the largest 
available hall for our evening meetings, which were always well attended, and some- 
times crowded. During the day we frequently spoke in private houses or school- 
rooms, and in each town generally addressed one or more gatherings of young people 
and children. We likewise visited the authorities—civil, military, and ecclesiastical ; 
and in three garrisons thus obtained permission to address the Lutheran Finland 
soldiers of the Czar, who, with their commandants and some other officers in uniform, 
sometimes stood and, to our great satisfaction, sometimes sat whilst we told them of 
Christ, *‘ the way, the truth, and the life.” We had many interesting talks about | 


salvation with those who remained after the meetings, and occasionally with those 


whom we visited. In some cases we had reason to hope that Christ had been 
accepted, and a new life had been begun ; but we feel sure that much of the seed 
which has been sown amongst the thousands whom we addressed in Finland will be 
found in God’s own time, for many of His true children were praying for His 
blessing on our testimony. My part in the personal work was necessarily confined to 
the few who could speak English, and to conversing, as I sometimes did, through an 
interpreter. Where, as was sometimes the case, we had an audience that only 
understood the Finnish language, both Mr. Andersson-Meijerhelm and I required 
an interpreter. At Trammerfors we found a most efficient helper in Mr. Makin- 
non, a native of that town, who had passed through Mr. Grattan Guinness’ College. 
By his translations he enabled us to address large congregations of very devout 
Finland peasants night after night. At Vasa, Mr. Biorkenheim acted as our Finnish 
interpreter. This gentleman, whose estate of Orisberg, not far from Vasa, we 
visited, has recently built a beautifal mission hall in Vasa, which afforded a most 
welcome locality for our meetings. At Vasa, amongst a little body of hearty 
believers, we found Miss Alba Hellman, who was so helpfal respecting Dr. Lansdell’s 
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found loyal love for the Evangelical Alliance 


> 


Prt. 


“A REFLECTION” UPON 2 OOR. mz 6. 
“ Whe also hath made us able ministers of the new testament ; not of the letter, but of the Spirit : for 


the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life” (or “ quickensth ”—margia }. 
Waew reading these words of the Apostle | made and confirmed to His ancient people 


+ 
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. mission to Siberia. Would that space permitted me to give all the names of the 
= kind and very sympathetic friends who, in the various places which we visited, 
| | welcomed us eo heartily, and helped us so mach. May God reward them and 
. | abundantly bless them and their work for Him! A few of our many friends not 
a yet mentioned I will put down, however: Miss Dyhr of Abo, Messrs. Hilden and 
| Boye at Trammerfors, Miss Savonius and Miss J. Borg at Tavastehus, Mies Mis 
— and its principles. To make these better known, I got, with the kind help of Mr. 
; i ; Wright, of Copenhagen, a Danish translation made, and two thousand copies printed 
| for circulation, of an address on the subject which I gave at the Nottingham 
- Conference in 1880. I conclusion, may I ask your readers’ prayers for Finland 
and the work that has been done and is being carried on there for the extension 
of Christ’s kingdom ? 
R. Wusor Brooks, Lieut.-Colone. 
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father?" ** You, from very faroff.” “ From having given all she hed to live upon, at the 
heaven 1” “ Yes, children, frou heaven! I age of 70 died. Others’ have vigoroualy | 
have found what I had been long seeking taken up her pen and her. project, and are 
Saviour!” “Pather, do pray and ask God of 
to give it to us all!” They fell on their adapted Mission Homes of Miss Leigh are | 
their father, and God granted | progressing ; the Baroness Alp Rothe 
their request. So the family of seven children child has added a wing to the Orphanage in 
and the father are now walking in the light. memory of her late mother. A settled 
In Nice, the consecutive meetings of Pastor chaplain, the Rev. Alex. J. Harrison, is 
sod ame Rave been productive of mach energetically promoting every portion of the 
good ; evening people came forward to work, together with an assistant-chaplain, the 
soak ‘and to find the Saviour. The same| Rev, Edwin Wetts, ws. There are in Chvin 
evangelist mentions Saint Martin d’Aurigny Church four services and three sermons on a 
in the Cher, where the descendants of the Sunday, twice s month: five services, and oc- 
Scotch soldiers who fought under Charles vit. casionally six. There is, apart from the church, 
are being attended to. Seventeen years ago a very large amount of visiting to be done, and 
your correspondent took part in the first | meetings and classes constantly to be taken. 
Protestant mesting held there, composed of | If fands allowed, plenty of work  osli 
30 men and two women, in a shoemaker’s be easily found for another assistant-chaplain. 
workshop ; and now there is work going on The various branches of the work are 
under the care of Pastor Villéger, of Bourges, Christ Church, Neuilly, with ite varied 
late missionary in Senegal. In the Doubs services ; the English Orphanage, 35, Boule- 
much good is being done, souls awakening vard Bineau, Neuilly ; the Mission Home, 
under the power of the Spirit of God. In 77, Av. Wagram, and Mission Hall, 79, Ay. 
some places, Mr. Vernier states, the move- Wagram ; Governesses’ and Artiste’ Associa. 
ment is im consequence of the Salvation | tion, 8, Rue Bastiat; Young Women’s 
Army ; “the work which God is accomplish- Christian Associstion and Home, 28, Fau- 
ing throdgh its means is traly admirable,” bourg St. Honoré; British and American | 
; The Union des Femmes de France gave, Young Men’s Home and Club, 12is, Ay. 
during the last year, to above a thousand MacMahon. 
women the instruction necessary to relieve The noble enterprise undertaken: ® 1854 
the sick and wounded at home or abroad, at Mulhouse by the venerable Jean Dolfas is 
through lectures on the subject in public in fall prosperity ; 1,040 workmen’s houses 
halls, in fourteen of the arrondissements of have been erected, out of which 756 are paid 
: Paris, and at the seat of the society, 40, Faa- | for. They represent « capital of above three | 
bourg Poissonniére. millions of francs, upon which less than 
The Asile Maternelle, founded at Belleville 450,000 francs are due. The last year 
by the care of M. and Mme. Robin, is quietly shows a bonus of 22,700 francs, and the con- 5 
progressing ; it is fulfilling the intentions of structions are going on. [Baths and wash- 
the late Mdlle. Delpech, who, after giving all house give a nett profit of 778 francs: the | 
her savings and all her capital to the editing hired tenements, a profit of 490 francs. “The if 
sad publishing of useful monthly, co-operative baking house furnishes 25,000 | 
Femme, and preparing the way for the|kilogr. of bread per mouth. The library 
asylum for lonely or abandoned little girls, | prospers. i 
GERMANY. - 
[From our own Correspondent. } the side of the Ultramontanes, manifested 
Berlin, February 14, 1885. itself in the vote of December 15, declining 
Our two great legislative bodies, the Ger | an addition to the clerks of the Foreigs 
man and the Prussian Parliaments, are now Office, nothing has been heard on the rela- 
exclusively occupied by the | Parliament, ways 
Budget, while the former discusses the Bills 
by which Prince Bismarck desires to amelio- service, the Postmaster-(Jeneral regu- 
rate the position of the working classes, No frther on 
religious questions have been treated. Since | the m is, however, always carried! with ; 
tLe opposition, always growing stronger on a small tiajority. . 


‘ 
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SPAIN. 
Barcelona, December 18, 1884. | undoubtedly one of the oldest of the -com- 
Tt Lames | itn hal no work fr ts evangeliz ition 
twenty years ago, in the spring of 1864, is| of Spsin. Every ope remembers what per- 
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The new comers never had crowds at their 
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—— The progr of the Evanzeli- 

‘ followed, and all who 
to be « very pleasant and 


t by means of Colonel Everett, H.B.M.’s Evangelical paper here,in order that all believers 
at Erzeroum, who visited it a few weeks ago, | might know the subjects. I had in my church 
and told us that he would inform the English | meetings every night of that week, with good 
Government about it. The President of the | attendance. I thank you for the papers sent, 
| College is a missionary of the American and if the Lord does not come this year (I am 
| pase Be Rev. C. H. Wheeler. Male and | looking for His coming, and inviting my con- 

e students are taught in separate places. gregation to be ready to meet the Lord), please 
| It has three departments—primary, prepara-| to continue to send the subjects for 1886. 
tory, and the college proper. The whole | May our Lord give us more and more than we 
| College has about twenty teachers, including ' have requested ! 
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West Inpres.—Pastor Romig, of St. Croix, | sided. I preached in the evening of the same 


3 


I think you will like to hear something | were the 


past years, and 
been held in each of the three Nonconformist | happy meetings. That on Monday, for praise 
churches—viz., Free Church of Scotland, and thankagiving, which man 
Methodist, and Baptist. It was hoped that | was the very best meeting we can remember 
more would attend from the Church of Eng- | here—at any rate, for a very long time. We 


meeting in 
churches, and the remaining three in the | ing of this branch of the Alliance has been 
Assembly-room, has been tried with success. | held since its formation last year, but I 


it would be a happy thing if the chaplains of | intend to call one very shortly for the elec- 
the English and Scotch Churches would join | tion of a new President and Secretary, when 

i I trust some arrangement may also be made 
unfortunately, few and far between in India. | regarding subscriptions, which has never yet 
The English meetings were presided over by | been decided on. You are, I taink, aware, 
Géneral Bayley, Captain Pelham-Burn, Major | however, that we have regular “‘ Monthly 
Prideaux, and the Revs. Hormazdji Pestonji, | Christian Workers’ Prayer-meetings,” which 
4. Blackstock, and A. G. Grieve, of Bombay. | were the outcome of the Week of Prayer 
Asa rule, there was an address by another, | meetings of 1883. We have to thank you 
besides the President, and many took partin | for sending us the list of subjects for this 
prayer. On the second Sunday morning year so early, as it enabled us to make all 
there was a united Communion service, at arrangements without undue hurry, which 
which the Rev. Dr. Frazer, of Nagpore, pre- has often before been the case. ., 


est : Sunday to a congregation in Poonah, on 
mention that arrangements were made to hold at Lanowli on “ The good fight of. 
union prayer-meetings in this town during | faith.” I hope next week to send you some 
the Week of Prayer—January 4 to 10, 1885. Bombay and Calentta papers with news of 
The three Evangelical Churches—Latheran, the observance of the Week of Prayer in 
- Anglican, and Moravian—participated in these those cities, and references to Lord Radstock. 
meetings, which were held in rotation in each | I had the pleasure of attending many of 
of the respective places of worship. The | his meetings in Bombay and Poonah immedi- 
attendance was very good, but not crowded. ately after his arrival in India. 
A kindly spirit prevailed, and if no other | 
results have been produced, the meéttings| Srvcarons.—The Rev. John Haffenden 
have served to unite the churches more closely | writes : My last letter was dated Aug. 26, and 
together in the work and service of our gret | Ihave now the plesare to hand you, enclosed, 
Lord and Master. Thanking you for the | the printed circular for the Week of Prayer 
regular receipt of Zvangelical Christendom, | bere thie year, which will perhaps interest 
| 
by indisposition from doing so ; and addresses 
were given by Messrs. Grant and Hocguard, 
doth missionaries to the Chinese, and by Mr. 
Evans; and at the second, the chair was 
TF taken by Surgeon-Major Robinson, and ad- 
dresses were given by the Rev. Mr. Cook, 
Inpta.—The Rev. H. G. Emeric de St.| Mr. Phillips, and myself. There was con- 
i power felt at these meetings, which 
of the Week of Prayer in Poonah. No one | I trust that we may yet bear of good result- 
else sppears to be sending you a report. This | ing therefrom. The prayer-meetings from 
year a new departure was made in having Monday to Saturday were held in the Presby- , 
half the prayer-meetings in the Assembly- | terian Church, kindly lent for the occasion ; 
land if the meetings were held in a — | are now looking for the outcome | : 
place, and the experiment of having. meetings, which we feel certain will be seen, 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AS UNDERSTOOD IN HUNGARY. 


As reported in the pages of Evangelical 
Christendom for July of last year, the Council 
of the Evangelics! Alliance memorialized the 
King of Hungary in behalf of Baptist brethren 
who had suffered mach from intolerance and 
violence in the neighbourhood of Buda-Pesth 
and other places. 

Mr. Irany, a member of the Hungarian 
Diet, lately brought the following resolution 
before the House, and, in doing a0, said +— 

“The vexations and ions to which 
the Baptists are yet continually subjected 
cannot by any means be justified. Religious 
intolerance manifests itself, besides, against a 
recognized denomination such as the Uni- 
tarians. The principle of 1848 must not 
only be on our lips, but must be carried out. 


Public Worship and Education to prepare a 


draft law as to religious liberty.’” 
The Minister of Instruction, August Tre 


Irany, as follows: “If we lived in America 
or England, I would accept the resolution, but 
as we live in Hungary, I cannot. I go so 
far as to say that I think the Catholic and 
Protestant Churches are vigorous enough not 
to collapse if a law respecting religious liberty 
were passed according to the wishes of the 
delegate. As to religious liberty, we can 


I respect it as much as 
member, and, practically speaking, greater 
liberty of conscience and faith exists in Hun- 
gary than anywhere else. We do and allow 
such things which society would not allow in 
England or America. If ever a question 
were inopportunely raised, it is the bringing 
forward of this law at the present time ; for 
it is by no means appropriate to discuss such 
a matter in the midst of questions of economy. 
Bat apart from the question of opportuneness, 
I consider this matter a political one, and 
believe, though I have full confidence. in 
Hungary's power of self-preservation, that 


hon. member 


Very likely the adherents of this sect will 
also come to us and form a church here. 
Now I should like to say something as to the 
Baptists. To « certain extent, they also 
enjoy religious liberty; they hold meetings 
and public worship. That cannot yet 
be in all respects recognized as a church is 
my firm conviction, for, apart from their 
doctrines, the elements are wanting to form 
and maintain a consistory and achurch. I 
have great respect for cabinet-makers, and 
also for agricultural labourers, but I do not 
consider them fitted to found and conduc} 
churches. You have referred to Christianity 
Christianity has, for the salvation of men, 
renovated the Old World ; but that was not 


PROPOSED UNION OF WALDENSIAN AND FREE ITALIAN CHURCHES. 


We quote the following from the February 
issue of A Voice from Italy: “In the last 
number of A Voice from Italy an account 
was given of the manner in which this pro- 


posal was received by the Waldensian Synod, 


the religious liberty which the I 
demands would be an element\of dissolution. 
The many ae we have in 
Hungary, without would be strengthened 
by this element. I will nof use repetitions, 
bat I should like to call to the fact 
| that a sect has lately arisen that forbids its 
| followers to the word “ Dieu.” 
| Religious liberty isthe embodiment of freedom. 
I therefore beg that the following resolution 
may be passed by the House: ‘The House 
of Represe.iatives instructs the Minister of 
fort, then replied, and in the course of his | the work of a few years. The Roman patri- 
speech alluded to the question of religious | cians, whé were great egotists, but at the same , 
liberty and the resolution proposed by Senator | time enlightened men, did not at once consent 
that the Christians sbould formally become a 
church. It was a long time—from the birth 
of our Lord and Saviour to the time of Con- 
stantine—before Christianity could take her 
place publicly as « constituted church. 
There is a great difference between the Bap- 
tists and the Christians of that time and the 
Apostles; for these were, in reality, per- 
fa secuted by the Romish world, and we kaow 
how the persecution ended. Meyer and the 
Baptists, on the contrary, are not exposed to 
such persecutions. The respected hon. 
member is much mistaken if he thinks that 
| I approve of religious bondage. No; | 
honour men’s convictions, and am disposed 
to say, with Frederick the Great, ‘Let 
every man be saved after his own fashion ;’ 
: but I could not advocate such laws as would 
endanger the unity of Hungary. I am, there- 
fore, against the proposal of the hon. member 
from a political standpoint, because I do not 
wish that any force shall be exercised over 
the cousciences of men.” 
and the decision then arrived at. At the last 
Synod of the Chiesa Libera, it was decided 
that henceforth it should meet only once 
every three years. No regular meeting could 
therefore be held this year, but in order that 
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two years might not elapse without some steps 
being taken on this important sul ject, a special 
meeting was called for the 29th of October. 
The first question that was there discussed 


was, whether the Chiesa Libera desired union | except 


with the Waldensien Church ; and this was 
unanimously decided in the affirmative. The 
Synod authorized their Commission of Evangel- 
ization to treat with thet of the Waldensian 
Church. Speaking on this subject, Sig. Gavazzi 
said :°‘ This union will be like that of oxygen 
and hydrogen which forms the water that 
fertilizes the earth. An atmosphere with too 
much oxygen is volcanic—with too much 
hydrogen, oppressive and relaxing. The 
Waldensian Church is the oxygen, the Chiesa 
Libera the hydrogen ; let us unite, and make 
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fraitfal to the glory of God the soil 
native land!’ On both sides there 
enthusiasm for union which surprises the very 
men who feel it, and who cannot account for it, 


SEVENTH, GENERAL UNION FOR PRAYER FOR THE ENTIRE 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE SABBATH-DAY. 


No one can fully estimate the worth of the 
Day of Rest. In the means which it pro- 


fellowship ; in the peace and security which 
it brings to those nations in which it is duly 


cities, and attended by thousands of the 
people. (Read Genesis ii. 1—3; Exodus xvi. 
22—30; Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 2.) 


. 


by saying that it is of the Lord. None 
| of them—I say none—only « year ago, would 
have dreamed of what is now happening. Of 
— is not effected. From 
(FROM APRIL Sra TO 1885, 
Tan following address has been issned by | may, by the blessing of God, be speedily 
the Sabbath Observance Prayer Union So- obtained. 
ciety, which is composed of representatives| The following subjects for prayer are 
from nearly every part of Christendom. The | suggested :— 
Rev. A. Campbell, Montrose, is the Secretary : | L—That there may be a deeper appreciation of 
| the Sabbath, and a mop on- 
xviii, 19—“If two of you shall agree on | 
earth as touching anything that they shall | 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father |i 1. for rendering homage to Him whom 
‘all are bound to worship ; in the relief it 
li Ge tyre affords from labour, whether of body or 
N panis®, mind ; in the opportunities it gives for im- 
G “Turkish, | Parting and receiving instraction in divine 
Armeno-Turkish, | th; in the occasion it offers for Christian 
Arabic, and Malagasy. The circulation in a 
separate form was 205,000, and its insertion | ee 
| observed,—in all these r respec 
+ there is no institation more precious than the 
_Lord’sday. It is, therefore, sad to reflect 
on the manner in which this day has been 
| so long profaned in many Christian lands ; 
and it is sadder still to observe how it is 
being desecrated in Sabbath-loving Scotland. 
be mention meetings on 
families. In the special meetings held there princi 
given to continued supplications which cannot 
fail to be the means of mach good. Because 
of the intimate connexion of the Sabbath : . 
with the sdvancement of the Redeemer’s I1.—That the British Legislature may 
kingdom, the enemies of the trath set them-| 2% @ ‘ational 
selves againet the holy keeping of the day.| ire postal system on Sabbath 
Much more extensive and fervent supplica-| London, and that other nations may son 
tions are therefore needed, together with follow the example. 
increased efforts, that the great object sought The labour done on the Sabbath in the post- 


ESTE 


the churches nearest their dwellings, 
deavour to remove their dwellings near the 
churches they wish to attend? Thus, as a 
general rule, all could walk to the places of 
worship, which would conduce to the better 
health of the people, and would permit 
multitades of drivers of conveyances to wait 
on God in public and private. The serious 
and prayerful consideration of this subject is 
affectionately urged on all, and the hope is 
entertained that a change may very soon take 
place. (Isaiah lvi. 3—8 ; Jeremiah xvii. 19 
—27; Malachi ii, 4—10.) 


AL 


in these memorable terms: 
‘There are a few missionaries who have not 
specially enjoined on their converts the daty . 
of keeping holy the Lord’s-day, but have 
left the matter largely to the instincts of the 
new life. I have put it to them whether 


smaller proportion continued to give satis- 


Importunate supplications 
the day may be kept holy ; and thus, through 
grace, the divine in men’s conversion 
and spiritual edification may be largely pro- 
moted. (1 Samuel ii. 27—36; Isaiah xxviii. 
5—13; Acts xiii. 42—52.) 


LORD’S-DAY OBSERVANCE ON THE CONTINENT. | 


Tue last issue of the Bulletin Dominical 
contains a report of the Annual Conference 
held at Vevay, for the due observance of the 
Lord’s-day. From this report we give a few 
extracts 

“The meeting was held at the Hotel des 
Trois Rois (Three Kings). On account of the 
distance, and the somewhat advanced reason 
of the year, the committees of German- 


Switzerland were only represented by M 
le Doctear Dock, delegate from St. Gall, and 


by Mons. G. Koller, from Berne. The other 
committees which sent their tatives 
were those of the Bernese Jura, Lausanne, 
Montreux, and Geneva. The sittings were 
presided over by Mons. Alex. Lombard and 
Mona. Roebrich, alternately. 

“ After the reading and adoption of the 
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of the world ie enormous, and yet God | IV.— That parents may #0 watch over their 
is unnecessary. In the largest are among 
the young; that all — for the sale of 
intoricating drink, are now Open on 
the Lord’ s-day, may closed; that the 
saviag conversion of all classes may take 
| place, by the blessing of the Spirit on the 
means of grace which are chiefly available 
on this day. 
The practice of parents allowing their 
children so much unrestrained freedom on 
the Lord’s-day, is an evil which vitally 
affects the moral and religious welfare of 
sl many a youth. The sale of intoxicating . 
liquors which still prevails to an enormous 
London. Were this done in the British 
Islea, an immense impalse would be given to 
the efforts of friends of the cause to secure 
| a like measure for other lands. (Nehemiah 
| xiii, 15—22; Romans xiii. 1—6; Amos 
viii, 4—7.) 
JI1.—That the inhabitants of large towns may 
make such arrangements as not to require 
the use of vehicles in attending Divine 
Service on the Lord s-day. 
Thousands of men, many of them heads 
of families, are prevented from attending any | missionary, who has long laboured in the q 
place of worship, in consequence of their| East, has recently expressed the results of 
conveying others to their respective churches. 
If church-going people would reflect on the 
responsibility involved in depriving so many 
persons of the means of grace, it cannot be 
| doubted that arrangements would be made 
to arrest the evil. Can the people not select 
the converts at their stations, in these cir- 
cumstances, continued steadfast, as a general 
rule. They had to confess that a much 
faction than at the stations of those mission- 
aries where Sabbath sanctification, like every 
| other divine law, was strictly inculcated.” 
| 
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